From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu Fri Sep 30 10:13:49 1994 

Date: Fri, 30 Sep 1994 08:29:48 -0400 (EDT) 

From: Stephen Modena <modena@calypso-2.o0it.unc.edu> 

Subject: 'End of the CW Watch' Narrative 

Message-Id: <Pine.SOL.3.90.940930082634 .20658A-100000@calypso-2.o0it.unc.edu> 


The file narrativ.ps is a description, in narrative form of the 
closing of MF cw services by the US Coast Guard in 1993. 

Enjoy 

Boatanchor Bob 


[ The files referred to in this 'readme' can be retrieved by 
anonymous ftp from two archive sites: 


SunSITE.unc.edu (permanent) 
/pub/academic/agriculture/agronomy/ham/things-to-build/na4g 


ftp.Cybernetics.NET (temporary) 
/pub/users/ab4el 


For ease, the group of files have been ‘rolled into one’... 


narrative.tar.Z (for Unix jocks) 
narrativ.zip (using PKZIP 2.04g for MS-DOS users) 


Don't forget to set 'binary' mode before 'get'...else they will 
come to you as trash. :%) 


de AB4EL ] 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


*x 73 TU SU SK DE NA4G *“*“Boat Anchor Bob'', an ol' CW fart. x 
KK IKK KIKI KIA IIIA KIKI KIKI III KIKI III KIKI III III III III IIIA III III KIKI IK 
x Morse has been in the family for over 100 years. * 


* Morse radiotelegraphy (Spark/CW) has been in the family since 1914. * 
KIKI IKK IKK K III KIKI KIKI III KIKI III KIKI III KIKI III III IIIA I IKI IIIA IIIA KKK 
*x May you have fair winds and following seas on your watch at the key. x 
KI KKI KK IKK III IIIA KIKI III KIKI III I IKK III IK IKI III IIIA IIA III IIIA KIRK KK 


From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu Fri Sep 30 16:35:14 1994 
Date: 30 Sep 94 13:42:29 EDT 

From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com> 

Subject: BC-610 Notes 


Message-Id: <940930174228 _71333.144 _DHQ60-1@CompuServe.COM> 
Well, somebody asked about the BC-610, so here's what I know: 


The BC-610 is a 400 watt AM/CW transmitter made from about 1939 
through 1955 or so. It started out as the Hallicrafters HT-4 
amateur transmitter and very few changes were made to convert it 
to military use during the war. It is a true 400 watts out using 
an Eimac 250TH final and a pair of 100TH's elsewhere. The 

rig weighs 390 pounds without the BC-614 (or pre-war HT-5) speech 
amplifier which is required for operation. For obvious reasons, 
it is mounted on heavy-duty casters and a steel frame. 


Frequency coverage is 2.0-18mhz for the HT-4. The Army extended this 
down to 1.5mhz in the BC-610. Frequency change is done by changing 
plug-in "tuning units" and final coils. The tuning units will each take 
one FT-171B crystal, but they also have a variable oscillator built 

in, though it's a pretty drifty fellow. Up to 3 tuning units can be 
plugged in at once, so QSY across any one band covered by the final 
coil is accomplished by rotating a 3-position front panel switch. 


The Army used the BC-610 in the following radio sets: SCR-299, 399 and 
499 and GRC-38. Many thousands of them must have been made, so they're 
not really rare. In the early sets, the 610 was mated with a pair of 
BC-312, 314 or 348 receivers. The later GRC-38 used the Hallicrafters 
SX-73. One other neat accessory was the JB-70 junction box from which 
all functions could be controlled. In the GRC-38, this was changed to 
control box CY-1218. 


The BC-610 has an undeserved reputation for TVI problems. These are 
relatively easily fixed by shielding the meters and certain cables. 
These fixes are well-documented in back issues of CQ and QST. 


Prices? A nice 610 with speech amp and cables should fetch $250 - $500. 
The HT-4 is a different story. I picked mine up less speech amp and 
cables and missing 2A3 tubes and one 100TH tube for $150. I have since 
been offered $750 for it (but it's not for sale--I'm a big iron kind 

of guy). It has taken me a year to locate the correct speech amp and 
then it cost me $110. NOS 250TH tubes are running $40-$65 each and 

are not easy to find at all, though I've found used ones for $10. The 
100TH is relatively cheap at $15 NOS and $2.50 used. The audio guys have 
sure pushed the price of 2A3s up too.... 


The BC-610 was written up by Walt Hutchens in early issues of Electric 
Radio magazine (still available as back issues from Barry Wiseman at ER). 
SCR-399 and 499 manuals have all the schematics and maintenace information 
for all the gear in those sets including the BC-610 and these manuals are 
commonly found for $10-$15 each. The manual alone is pretty entertaining 


(and draws a whole hell of a lot less current). 


From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu Fri Sep 30 22:02:59 1994 
Date: Fri, 30 Sep 94 23:31:55 UTC 

Message-Id: <1811@ki5sl.ampr.org> 

From: ki5sl@ki5sl.ampr.org (Rick_Blank) 

Subject: BC-610 Notes, Too 


Well, I just want to add a little about the BC-610, I have a 
BC-610-I model made by Barker & Williamson, serial number 79, and 
I love it! 


I run a non-amplified D-104 into the BC-614-I Hallicrafters Speech 
Amp, and have a Hallicrafters HA-5 VFO that I plug into one of the 
crystal holders. The 610 is in the closet (my "Shack" is a 
10'X10' bedroom and all space is at a premium) and the VFO and 
speech amp are out where I can get at them. I usually turn on the 
610 and then slide the closet doors shut to let all the hot air 
rise up into the attic thru a vent in the ceiling and then 

out the turbine vents in the roof hoping that in the hotter 

months the 610 will not add too much to the already burdened AC 
system! 


The big difference that I have seen between my 610 and my buddy 
Bill, K5LLK's Hallicrafters BC-610-I is that his is finished ina 
smooth finish black paint with the lettering silk-screened on 
while mine is black wrinkle finish with the silk-screened 
lettering....personally, I like the big, black, wrinkled look a 
lot more than the smooth finish! Mine is in excellent electrical 
and physical shape and I use it quite regularly in the winter on 
75m AM phone. 


Also, the F, G, H and I model 610's are not in the same "art deco" 
style cabinets of the HT-4 and the BC-610's up thru the "E" model. 
My friend, John Mohn, W5MEU, has a real nice BC-610-E that he 

uses. I like the looks of the early models better, but, I think the 
construction of the later models is a bit easier to deal with if 
servicing is necessary and the potted and sealed transformers are 
easier to keep free from dust... 


Once the plug-in tank coils are tuned they remain pretty well 
where they should be after changing them from band to band if one 
is careful with the rotating link. 


The 610's are rated at 400 watts CW and 300 watts phone, carrier, 
and mine still does that. Last April at the Belton hamfest I 


bought a new 250-TH that loaded up a lot better than the one I had for 


$25.00 and I gave $2.00 for a 100-TH at McQueeny. 2A3's are a 
problem to get but I do have a couple of spares. I also am using 
solid state replacements for the 3B28's but do have a pair of them 
just in case. 


On the TVI problem, I have a Drake low-pass filter on the output 
of the 610 and I have a lot less TVI with it than I do with the 
FT-990 and Alpha 76P with another Drake LP filter in it's line... 
both rigs go into the Nye-Viking MB-V antenna matcher via an RF 
Limited brand 2KW continuous, 5KW peak, LP filter, so, the only 
thing that's different are the rigs....the antenna used on 75 and 
40 meters is a trapped dipole with a B&W cast aluminum center 
insulator and a set of Unadilla 40M traps. The baluns I have used 
dont like high power AM or running in the ARRL's RTTY Round-up 
under the strain of 1.2KW of RTTY, so, the HD center insulator is 
what I have stuck with. 


So, that's my input on the 610's, the YL is yelling at me to take 
her out to dinner and I better do it before she grabs one of the 
D-104's and bops me with it! My biggest noise problem is QR-YL! 


Rick Blank, KI5SL 
ki5sl@sat.ampr.org 

2223 Blanco Road 

San Antonio, Texas 78212 
end 


From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu Fri Sep 30 19:55:10 1994 
Date: Fri, 30 Sep 1994 17:40:30 -0500 

From: "penson" <penson@geom.umn.edu> 

Message-Id: <199409302240.AA27893@cameron. geom.umn.edu> 
Subject: Re: Conelrad Monitor 


I've got a couple of the old CA-1 units. One mint, one unassembled. 


very rare piece. 
Chuck 
From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu Fri Sep 30 22:13:36 1994 


Message-Id: <MAILQUEUE-101.940930193412.384@vilas.uwex.edu> 
From: "Terry O'Laughlin" <OLAUGHLIN@vilas.uwex.edu> 


A 


Date: 30 Sep 94 19:34:12 CDT 
Subject: For Sale: R-1051s 


I have two R-1051 receivers, a box of spare modules and a photocopy 

of the manual for sale. One receiver is an R-1051, the other is an R- 
1051B. There is only one RF deck, so one rig is for parts. They 

pass the smoke test but need work. Cosmetics on both are good. 


All for $150 pickup in Madison, WI or $180 plus shipping. 


Trades for Communications Electronics Inc., Watkins-Johnson, Racal or 
Nems-Clarke equipment considered (Some non-functioning or parts units 
of these brands welcome). 


73s Terry 0' WB9GVB 


From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu Fri Sep 30 20:04:40 1994 
Message-Id: <9409302149.AA14769@wink.corp.sgi.com> 

Subject: Jeremiah O'Brien local story 

Date: Fri, 30 Sep 94 14:49:30 -0700 

From: David Watson <watson@wink.corp.sgi.com> 


I happen to live in Half Moon Bay, about twenty miles south of San 
Francisco, and just a mile or so up the California coast from KFS's 
installation. This week's local newspaper carried the attached story. 


So, with the kind permission of the Half Moon Bay Review, I have posted 
it here in full. 


Cheers, 73, 
-David. 
KE6BWI 


Hello and goodbye to the Jeremiah O'Brian 


By Tara Gruzen 
Half Moon Bay Review 


After months of communicating with the WWII Liberty ship 
Jeremiah O'Brien, KFS radio employee Walter Kane wasn't about to let it 
pass right by Half Moon Bay without getting at least a glimpse. 


So he staked out a spot Thursday night on Verde Road and waited for 
the ship to pass. He didn't know what time that would be, but knew a 
celebration was planned at the Golden Gate Bridge early Friday morning 


so the shop had to pass Half Moon Bay sometime during the night. 


Around midnight, he saw it coming. Sitting in his car, he didn't 
have any fancy radio equipment at his fingertips, so he reverted to his 
only option -- using his headlights to signal in Morse Code. 


"T said, 'It's me, Walter from KFS'," the marine communications 
consultant said the next morning. 


Sure enough, one of the crew members signaled a response: "Greetings 
HMB. SS Jeremiah O'Brien. Happy to be home." 


Kane and other staff members of KFS and WNU Marine Radio Station in 
Half Moon Bay were in charge of communications with the ship from the 
time it first left the California coast headed for Normandy. All 
messages to crew members from friends, family and business associates 
went through the local station. 

"I just started using my headlights," an enthusiastic Kane said. 
"My dots and dashes were kind of funky, but he understood what I was 
saying." 


From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu Fri Sep 30 11:46:21 1994 
Date: Fri, 30 Sep 94 13:53:11 UTC 

Message-Id: <1798@ki5sl.ampr.org> 

From: ki5sl@ki5sl.ampr.org (Rick_Blank) 

Subject: McQueeny Bargains 


In message <n1431223154.55551@cpqm.saic.com> Bob_Scott@cpqm.saic.com writes: 
> Rick, 

> Do I understand that you got all the below items for a total of $250? 

> 

> T-4XC; R-4C with Sherwood first IF filters and a 1.5khz 

2nd IF CW filter, and with 11 SW crystals; a TR-4C w/RV4; 

and a MN-2000 for $250 


I gotta come visit your hamfests and maybe hang 
around your trash can as well. 73 Bob AC4Q0 


VV VV VV VV 


Well, Bob, it was almost that good! 

I didn't pick up the whole Drake deal, I just picked up the T-4XC, 
the R-4C and the AC-4 power supply for $100. As I already had a 
spare T-4XC, I sold the transmitter to a fellow who needed one to 
rebuild his current xmitr but kept the tuning knob and AC-4 from 
this unit. He has a B-line and I sold him the xmtr for $30, 

I figured one good turn deserves another, and perhaps he'd get 

a better transmitter out of the deal...70 bucks for a 

WORKING C-line receiver is not too bad! 


The Sherwood mods are OK for sideband but terrible for AM. 

This filter mod inserts 2.1khz USB or LSB 8-pole crystal filters 
in the first IF and improve sideband selectivity greatly. 

I am going to have to add a couple of little relays to be 

able to switch the standard 8khz wide first IF filter in place of 
the Sherwoods and then see how this jewel plays. The concentric 
switch that is part of the Sherwood package can be set up this 
way, so, its only a matter of time. 


With the addition of this receiver, I now have 2 complete C-lines, 
(well, I still need to get my hands on an MS-4 to complete this 
2nd setup) with a total expendature of roughly $200 on all! 

I am one of the folks that locals turn to for info on old gear 
and to dispose of estate or silent key equipment, if something 

is offered to me at a great price and it's worth playing with, 

I usually bite the lure! That also comes with the responsibility 
in some instances to get as much money as possible for some 
families left in need. I am not without a conscience, but, when 
something is offered at a bargain price.... 


Someone else bought the rest of the Drake stuff, you just never 
know what'll happen at a hamfest, a couple of years ago I bought a 
complete and real cherry B-line for $125 and all I had to do to 
make it sing was to replace a little capacitor in the audio amp 
section of the revr. A local ham liked the setup so much that I 
was forced to take his offer of twice what I paid for the set! 

We were both happy with the deal and he got a real nice B-line 

to use on the air. 


Maybe I should have bought all the Drake stuff from the guy, but, 

I just worked a deal on an Amp Supply LK550-ZC amp (3, 3-500Z finals) 
and was a little short on funds....the Hallicrafters SR-150 set at 
$100 was more tempting to me. I have the SR400A and its a pretty 
good transceiver and I think the 150 will be a nice little rig when 

I get it re-finaled and polished up....it's in great shape to begin 
with.... 


In the February, 1965 issue of QST there are ads for the SR150 showing 


prices of $650 for the rig and the AC supply at $99.50. The Swan 350 
at this time was $350 with the AC supply & speaker priced at $85, 

and the VOX accessory for $35. The Drake R-4 is listed at $379.95 and 
the MS-4 for $19.95. 


I'll post more on the SR-150 after I acquire some 12DQ6B's and get 
the transmit side up to par. 


From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu Fri Sep 30 21:33:50 1994 
From: JosephwWP@aol.com 

Message-Id: <9409301926.tn50829@aol.com> 

Date: Fri, 30 Sep 94 19:26:39 EDT 

Subject: Mil Green 


Anyone here know an easy to buy paint that matches the green used on WWII and 
1950s vintage mil gear? 


The colors are somewhat different - with the WWII shade a little bit lighter. 


Joseph Pinner + 
Lafayette, LA 
KC5IJD 


From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu Sat Oct 1 06:25:22 1994 
Date: Fri, 30 Sep 94 22:59:51 HST 

From: jeffrey@math.hawaii.edu (Jeffrey Herman) 

Message-Id: <9410010859 .AA10618@kahuna.math.hawaii.edu> 
Subject: More on Code Prosigns 


(To the folks on the Boatanchors net, we're discussing CW prosigns 
here on the QRP net...) 


Another difference between the maritime and ham bands is the 
placement of the dit dit with regard to VA (or SK): 


G8FV DE NMO QSL UR WX QRU IMI K 


NIL TU OM DE G8FV VA 
DE NMO SU VA 

SEEU 

EE 

EE 


See the difference? 


NIL on the maritime bands means NO 
IMI is of course ‘question mark'. 


Something that occured frequently on the worldwide CW distress/calling 
frequency of 500 kc were dit wars: Usually around 0200 local someone 
somewhere in the Pacific would, either by accident or on purpose, send 
a single ‘dit'. Someone else, maybe a thousand miles away would answer 
with a single ‘dit'. Well, then all hell would break loose. Dozens and 
dozens of shore stations and ships would all start sending ‘dits' - I 
would fall out of my chair laughing (of course I had sent my ‘dit' [in 
A2 as usual {completely against ITU regsxt]). As quickly as this mess 
started it would die out. 


An hour later someone might send GM (= good morning); of course every 
station around the Pacific Rim and within would answer with GM. 


500 kc was like a huge worldwide party line in which every ship and 
every shore station had to monitor by international law day and 

night. The idea was to allow short ship-to-ship and ship-to-shore calls 
for routine tfc, then QSY to a working frequency; if a distress 

occured then everyone would be certain to hear it. Too bad we 

don't have something similar in the ham bands (a single calling 

freq on each band). 


Keep in mind that xALL* the prosigns and Q-signals that you use 
daily on the ham bands originated on the maritime bands (and in 
particular, on 500 kc). [Except for some ARRL Q-sigs.] 


If anyone missed my five-part 500 kc series (sent on Boatanchors 
earlier this year) let me know and I'll email you the series. 


Jeff NH6IL (ex NMO: US Coast Guard Radio Honolulu) 
(ex NMC6: US Coast Guard Group Monterey) 
(ex WA6QIJ, WH6AEQ) 


*x By international law A2 mode is only permitted and must be used during 
distress comms. While on watch I kept the xmtr in A2 anyway; it sounded 
“pretty'. I hope the statute of limitation has expired... 


From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu Fri Sep 30 10:39:27 1994 

Date: Fri, 30 Sep 1994 08:31:51 -0400 (EDT) 

From: Stephen Modena <modena@calypso-2.o0it.unc.edu> 

Subject: Morse Code Chart 

Message-Id: <Pine.SOL.3.90.940930083002.20658B-100000@calypso-2.o0it.unc.edu> 


The morsecode.ps file is a copy of the International Morse code and 
associated symbols for reference purposes. 

Enjoy.... 

Boatanchor Bob 


[ The files referred to in this 'readme' can be retrieved by 
anonymous ftp from two archive sites: 


SunSITE.unc.edu (permanent) 
/pub/academic/agriculture/agronomy/ham/things-to-build/na4g 


ftp.Cybernetics.NET (temporary) 
/pub/users/ab4el 


For ease, the group of files have been ‘rolled into one’... 


morsecod.tar.Z (for Unix jocks) 
morsecod.zip (using PKZIP 2.04g for MS-DOS users) 


Don't forget to set 'binary' mode before 'get'...else they will 
come to you as trash. :%) 


de AB4EL ] 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKAKK 


*x 73 TU SU SK DE NA4G “Boat Anchor Bob'', an ol' CW fart. x 
KK IK IKI KIKI IKI KIKI KIKI KIKI IKI KIKI III KIKI III III III III II III IAI IKI RIK 
*x Morse has been in the family for over 100 years. * 


x Morse radiotelegraphy (Spark/CW) has been in the family since 1914. * 
Ee TT Te TTT TTT CEE ECE CCC 
*x May you have fair winds and following seas on your watch at the key. x 
eT Tee TTT TEC ECC CCL CCL CLC CLL LC CLC CLL LCCC LLL LLL CCL LCCC CLL 


From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu Fri Sep 30 23:06:52 1994 
Date: Sat, 01 Oct 94 01:29:15 UTC 
Message-Id: <72192@w5ddl.aara.org> 


From: n5off@w5ddl.aara.org 
Subject: Plane Anchors QRT :-( 


Exactly 6 days ago, I posted a report of the BA's on board the last 
flying Lockheed Harpoon PV-2 bomber, which happens to live at my 


airport. 


Well, today, one of the pilots was making a crash-and-go landing, 
and selected "WHEELS UP" instead of "FLAPS UP". 


OOPS!! TING TING TING TING, SCRAAAAAAAAAPPPPPPPPPPP!! SHAZBATT!! 


The beast came to rest with crew unhurt (except for pride and wallet) 
and no damage to any BA's. Ruined the props, engines, and bottom. 


Oh well. The skipper was quite matter of fact about it. 
Said he scrxwed up. 


Still a nice restoration, inside and out. They will get it going 
again soon. 


73 de tom 

From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu Fri Sep 30 22:39:33 1994 
Message-Id: <MAILQUEUE-101.940930202647 .320@vilas.uwex.edu> 

From: "Terry O'Laughlin" <OLAUGHLIN@vilas.uwex.edu> 

Date: 30 Sep 94 20:26:47 CDT 

Subject: Racal, ACL, LTV and DEI 

The response to my directories of CEI, WJ and Nems-Clarke equipment 
has been a real surprise. I should have a seedling Racal list by mid 
October. If anyone has information on CEI, WJ, Nems-Clarke, Racal, 
ACL, LTV and DEI equipment please email me at: 
olaughlin@vilas.uwex.edu 

By the way, owners of these types of equipment might want to check 
out the underutilized Vintage Solid-State list. Subscriptions are 
automatic. Email the listserver at 

vss-request@acm. org 

Text of your message should contain the following: 


subscribe vss <your name in any foxrm> 


See you there. 


73s Terry 0' WB9GVB 


From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu Fri Sep 30 16:55:07 1994 
From: ab4el@Cybernetics.NET (Stephen Modena) 

Message-Id: <9409301753 .AA12639@Cybernetics.NET> 

Subject: REVISED: ‘End of the CW Watch' Narrative 

Date: Fri, 30 Sep 1994 13:53:38 -0400 (EDT) 


[ The files referred to in this 'readme' can be retrieved by 
anonymous ftp from two archive sites: 


SunSITE.unc.edu (permanent) 
/pub/academic/agriculture/agronomy/ham/things-to-build/na4g 


ftp.Cybernetics.NET (temporary) 
/pub/users/ab4el 


For ease, the group of files have been ‘rolled into one’... 


narrative.tar.Z (for Unix jocks) 
narrativ.zip (using PKZIP 2.04g for MS-DOS users) 


Don't forget to set ‘binary’ mode before 'get'...else they will 
come to you as trash. :%) 


de AB4EL ] 


0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/ 
10/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0 


% Article by Robert D. Keys (NA4G) on the closing of the watch on 500khz % 
% by the U.S. Coast Guard, 1 August, 1993, and on the closing of the CW % 
% watch by CFH on 31 August, 1993. Those attending the U.S. Coast Guard % 
% closing of the watch on 500khz at NMN in Chesapeake, VA were Robert D. % 


% Keys (NA4G), Robert Pierre **Tim'' Buehlmann, (N4IQA), Jack Ritter % 
% (WOUCE), and Mike Jett (WD4UYJ). The closing of the watch by CFH was % 
% monitored by Robert D. Keys (NA4G). % 


0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/ 
10/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0 


% This article is copyright, 1993, 1994 by Robert D. Keys (NA4G) % 
% All rights reserved, worldwide. % 
% Public non-commercial distribution of this work is authorized. % 


0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/ 
10/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0 


% This article is typeset using the LaTeX Technical Typesetter % 
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ABSTRACT 


It was the end of a long and bountiful watch at the _ key. 
Some had called it the end of an era. To others, it was 
merely the changing of the watch or the progress of 
technology. As of 1 August, 1993, the U.S. Coast Guard 
officially closed down all medium ‘frequency (MF, 600-700 
meter or 405-525khz) continuous wave (CW) radiotelegraphy 
operations, worldwide. This cessation of MF CW operations 
did indeed mark the end of a 92 year use of these 
frequencies by the U.S. Coast Guard. This article 
describes a narrative story around that cessation of MF CW 
operations, and includes copy of the final broadcast to 
mariners on that frequency. As of 1 September, 1993, the 
Canadian Navy stations, including CFH ceased all Morse code 
services. Also included is a narrative concerning the 
cessation of CW operations at CFH. Some historical notes of 
a trip by N4IQA, WOUCE, WD4UYJ and NA4G to the USCG 
CAMSLANT/NMN Chesapeake, VA station regarding the cessation 
are included. 


The author would like to acknowledge the kind cooperation of 
the United States Coast Guard, CAMSLANT, NMN, Chesapeake, 
VA, especially RM3 Sergio Morales, and the many others on 
watch that day. On the behalf of those four who were there, 
the amateur radio fraternity in general, those whose lives 
have plied the high seas throughout the world, and 
especially those whose lives have been directly influenced 
by your dedicated service over the years, I say Thank You! 


This humble work, I therefore dedicate, to all you men_ and 
women of the United States Coast Guard, present and past or 
silent key, and especially to those of you who have’ sparked 
your sparks, arced your arcs, sent strong and clear signals 
over the ether, kept a fine-tuned ear deftly probing the 
crackle and din on 600 meters, and pounded a mighty fine 
brass on a long and bountiful 92 year watch at the key. 


Robert D. Keys, NA4G 
Raleigh, NC, 
25 September, 1994. 


73 DE NA4G 
Boatanchor Bob 


KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKEKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK 


x 73 TU SU SK DE NA4G *“*Boat Anchor Bob'', an ol' CW fart. «x 
KAKA IKK KA AKAIKE KI IKI IK IKI II III IKI I III IA III III III III III II KAI II IKI KAI IIIA AK. 
x Morse has been in the family for over 100 years. * 


x Morse radiotelegraphy (Spark/CW) has been in the family since 1914. * 
KK KK KKK KKK KIKI IKK III KI IKK IIIA KIKI III KIKI IKI IKI IKI III II III IIIA KIKI KK 
*x May you have fair winds and following seas on your watch at the key. *x 
KI KIK AKI KKK III KIKI KIKI III IKK KI III IKK III II IKK III III KIKI III IIIA IIIA KIKI KKK 


From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu Fri Sep 30 12:57:32 1994 
Date: Fri, 30 Sep 1994 11:01:37 -0500 

From: CCS_MAH@admin.fandm.edu (Mark Hemlick Ph. D.) 

Subject: RF parts address 

Message-Id: <QLHHPYO487YA9S3UK6@ACAD.FANDM. EDU> 


Thanks to all who posted the address for RF parts! 

73 Mark KA3LFG 

From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu Fri Sep 30 16:22:07 1994 

From: ab4el@Cybernetics.NET (Stephen Modena) 

Message-Id: <9409301546 .AA06777@Cybernetics.NET> 

Subject: Seconday FTP site for DAILY digests 

Date: Fri, 30 Sep 1994 11:46:21 -0400 (EDT) 

Attention: Folks who are anonymous FTPing the DAILY digests from SunSITE 
Recently SunSITE.unc.edu installed a new version of the operating 


system...and it has been crashing frequently. 


The digests: DAILY.BA (boatanchors) 
3DAY.BA 


DAILY.QRP (qrp-1) 
3DAY .QRP 


are also to be found at a secondary ftp site: 


ftp.cybernetics.net 
/pub/users/ab4el 


If you have any trouble with this secondary site, let me know. 


73/Steve/AB4EL ab4el@Cybernetics.NET 


From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu Fri Sep 30 16:32:38 1994 
Message-Id: <9409301819.AA26839@wrdis01.robins.af.mil> 

Date: Fri, 30 Sep 94 14:19:20 -0400 

From: lakeith@wrdis01.robins.af.mil ( Larry CONTRACTOR Keith Mr.) 
Subject: Should have know better... 


We are still chasing data on the PRR-15's.. 


This morning my buddy, Jim Thompson, calls with the address and 
telephone number of Zenith Electronics that he got by cross 
referencing the CAGE (Commercial and Government Entity for those of 
you that don't do Logisticseze..) code that we found on the rigs. 


After waiting patiently for the sun to reach the correct point in the 
skies over Illinois, I placed the call. When a young lady answered 
the phone, I identified myself and asked who I should speak to about 
finding information about old Zenith military products. The dead 
Silence was finally broken by: "I don't understand technical things. 
Let me find someone who does." 


After being transferred to 3 or 4 people, I finally end up talking 
with someone in "Publications." He very carefully took my name, 
address, telephone number, and the model number of the receiver. 
Then, he promised that someone would be in touch with me, today. 


And, sure enough, the phone rang about 45 minutes later. The 
gentlemen told me that he could find no data but offered the telephone 
number of Howard W. Sams in Indianana.... 


I should have known better.. 


73, 


Larry, Kq4BY 


From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu Sat Oct 1 01:26:00 1994 
Date: Fri, 30 Sep 94 18:39:58 HST 

From: jeffrey@math.hawaii.edu (Jeffrey Herman) 

Message-Id: <9410010439.AA10439@kahuna.math.hawaii.edu> 
Subject: VA vs SK 


After I posted the American Morse Code over on the QRP net there 
was some discussion concerning CW prosigns. Here's something 
I contributed: 


>On the maritime CW frequencies we used VA in place of the ham's SK. 
>Now they both xshould*x sound the same since they're sent as one 
>character but in practice that doesn't always happen. Some will 
>send SK with a tiny pause between the S and K; that's why I would 
>rather think of that prosign in terms of VA, since, if you want 
>to pause a bit, the pause is xonx the dash of the V - it sounds 
>smoother: didididaaaaahdidah rather than dididit dahdidah (which 
>is wrong anyway). 

> 

>.73 from beautiful Hawaii, 

>Jeff NH6IL 


From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu Sat Oct 1 02:52:21 1994 
From: haynes@cats.ucsc.edu (Jim Haynes) 

Date: Fri, 30 Sep 1994 22:46:02 -0700 

Message-Id: <199410010546.WAA15001@hobbes. UCSC .EDU> 

Subject: Re: VA vs SK 


As someone has pointed out previously, VA or SK are both International 
Morse representations of '30' as sent in American Morse, that being a 
conventional end-of-article signal in the news business. 


From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu Fri Sep 30 18:08:28 1994 
From: flasch@cushy.eecs.nwu.edu (Norm Flasch) 

Message-Id: <9409301921.AA03182@cushy.eecs.nwu.edu> 

Subject: Re: Weird equipment directories 

Date: Fri, 30 Sep 1994 14:21:19 -0500 (CDT) 


I have compiled equipment directories for Communications Electronics 
Inc., Watkins-Johnson and Nems-Clarke radio equipment. I'll e-mail 
any or all three to anyone who would like a copy. 


I'm also starting lists for Racal, ACL, LTV and considering Defense 
Electronics Inc. I welcome your input. 


73S Terry 0' WB9GVB 


VV VV VV VV VV 


My first job after High School was at a company called "Communications 
System Corporation" (CSC for short) in Morton Grove, Illinois. There 
we built Terminal Telegraph units. They were mux'x for teletype 
machines. Up to 24 ttys on one phone line. 


Anyway, I remember them talking about the project previous to that one. 
Shortwave receivers for the millitary. Do you know what city/state the 
Communications Electronics recievers were made? BTW, CSC was a 
subsidiary of the H. M. Harper Co. They disappeard from the area. 
There is an industrial park there now. 

Norm Flasch, Department of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science 
Northwestern University, 2145 Sheridan Rd., B665, Evanston, IL 60208 
voice=708-491-8161, fax=708-491-4455, email=flasch@eecs.nwu.edu 


From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu Fri Sep 30 19:13:45 1994 
Date: Fri, 30 Sep 1994 13:39:02 -0700 

From: Liles Garcia <liles@bitinc.com> 

Message-Id: <199409302039.NAAQ7998@bit.bitinc.com> 

Subject: What is this group? 


Hello Moderator, 


I have seen references to this news group or news address, whichever 
is correct over the past several months. Is this a news group 

that is involved with collecting, restoring, and operating tube 

type radio receiving and transmitting equipment? I collect military 
tube type radios. I am not a ham so I am really not interested in 
military tube type transmitters. Please add me to this news group 
and let me know what the group's interests are. 


Thanks in advance, 


Liles Garcia 
liles@bitinc.com 


